Is the rumen-protected choline necessary in fresh cows’ feed?
We are not feeding rumen-protected choline at Tom’s as it is a one-group TMR, and it would not be
economical to feed to all cows all the time. It would have to be topdressed to pre- and postfresh
cows. Since his fresh cow health is good, I have not considered it necessary for Tom and his help to add
more work topdressing it. Would it help? I think it would be hard to measure given his good fresh cow
health.

Are supplemental amino acids, either lysine and/or methionine, being added to their ration?
No protected lysine is fed. I do use a blood meal-protected methionine product that gives me 12 to 16
grams methionine.

The protein mix feed composition accounts for about 78 percent of the total. What other types of
components are used for the other 22 percent?
To avoid clutter on the slide, we did not put everything down. For example, the protein mix is 10 percent
corn to help it flow and dilute out cottonseed; limestone, salt bicarbonate, magnesium-oxide, and so forth,
account for another 10 to 12 percent.

How can you reach a corn silage with 44 percent of starch? Is it leafy and not tall hybrids?
The reason the starch is so high is due to the corn silage chopping height. They chop as high as 30 to 36
inches (80 to 90 centimeters). Starch content simply goes up as a percentage due to lower dilution by stalk.

uNDF 240 for alfalfa typically is lower than 58! It is not possible for uNDF30 to be lower than
uNDF240. Any comment?
The slide I think you are asking about is the alfalfa analysis, and at the bottom it lists NDFD 30-hr and
NDFD 240-hr of 51 percent and 58 percent, respectively. Those are NDF digestibilities, not uNDFD or
undigested NDF. So, the longer time point would have higher digestibility.

I hear a lot about histidine content of feed. Are you controlling it?
I am not balancing for histidine in Tom’s rations. Current thinking is that you are more likely to be
deficient in histidine if you are short metabolizable protein (MP). I do feed some blood meal, which would
help with histidine supply. I just don’t want to be short on MP. I judge that by what the model suggests, but
more importantly, by the highest producing cows. If they have good milk protein percent, then I am
assuming I am not short of MP.

