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Pre-Fab Galvanized 
Calf Nurseries

Request 
a FREE 

Calf Nursery 
Equipment 

Guide! 

The Possibilities are Endless!

A Turnkey Solution for Raising Calves
in an Ideal Environment 

Equipment Guide 
Pre-Fab Calf Nursery 
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Your Choices for Your Needs!

717.844.9505   |   New Holland, PA

SQUARE MEAL.
SQUARE DEAL.
Advanced kernel processing is
the secret to a perfect dairy
dinner. Experience KP Rolls
with square-edged tooth engin-
eering. They serve up the feast—
fair and square.

Call us today for
early-order discounts!

uddertechinc.com    

A
WARM
CALF

IS A
HEALTHY
CALF
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FARM CREAMERY

FORT ATKINSON, W
I

™

Artisanal cheese delivered 
right to your door.

www.HoardsCreamery.com

Hoard’s Dairyman Classifieds
From equipment and cattle for sale, 
to help wanted, services offered, and 
everything in between. Browse our wide 
selection of listings to find what you’re 
looking for! See page 38.

https://www.uddertechinc.com/


FIELD TO FEEDBUNK
by Ev Thomas 

MILK production per cow 
has risen by about 10% in 
the past decade to just over 

24,000 pounds. In the past year, 
daily production dipped by about 1 
pound per cow, but this is probably 
a “one off,” and future production 
growth is likely. 

This growth will require the avail-
ability of highly digestibile for-
ages that permit greater dry matter
intake. Past and
current attempts 
at improving for-
age quality have 
included plant-
ing brown midrib
(BMR) corn and
summer annuals,
corn hybrids with 
a higher grain-
to-stalk ratio, and more intensive 
alfalfa harvest management. 

Gains from management
 How much forage quality gain can 

we make using these methods? 
Data is limited, but it appears 

that while the newer BMR corn 
hybrids may be higher yielding with 
improved plant health, they prob-
ably have similar neutral detergent 
fiber (NDF) digestibility as the BMR 
hybrids they’re replacing. Further 
upticks in the grain-to-stalk ratio 
of standard corn hybrids will prob-
ably be small. There may be new 
types of hybrids developed with 
superior fiber digestibility, but cur-
rent university corn hybrid trials 
suggest that (with the notable excep-
tion of BMR) most standard hybrids 
fall within a fairly narrow range for 
NDF digestibility. 

Prior to the marketing of HarvX-
tra alfalfa varieties (more on this to 
follow), most gains in alfalfa qual-
ity were the result of more intensive 
harvest management. No longer is 
harvesting standard alfalfa vari-
eties at the early bloom stage — a 
recommendation made by some uni-
versity forage agronomists a genera-
tion or more ago — considered a goal 
for high-quality alfalfa. 

Some agronomists recommend 
that at least one cutting per sea-
son be allowed to progress to early 
bloom. Others recommend har-
vesting all cuttings at the late bud 
stage, never allowing the crop to 
flower for the life of the stand. 

That said, I think we’ve come 
about as far as we can in more 
intensive harvest management. 
That’s because cutting alfalfa before 
the bud stage will significantly 
reduce both yield and persistence 
since the plant doesn’t have enough 
time between harvests to recover 
root carbohydrates.

Managing fall-planted cere-
als (primarily rye or triticale) as a 
spring-harvested silage crop, also 
called “winter forage,” is becoming 
more common. When planted on the 
same date, newer triticale varieties 
appear to mature at about the same 
time as winter rye. Silage made 
from either of these species can pro-
duce good yields of highly digestible 
forage, but they must be managed 
properly, which includes timely 
planting, fall nitrogen application, 
and harvest at the flag leaf stage. 

For some of the previously cited 
reasons, the availability of Har-
vXtra alfalfa varieties, sold by a
number of national and regional 
seed companies, appears to come at
an opportune time. Farmers may
have approached the biological and
practical limits of improving for-
age quality by more intensively 
managing standard alfalfa variet-
ies. However, the proper manage-
ment of HarvXtra alfalfa makes 
it possible to harvest high-quality 
alfalfa while maintaining adequate 
root carbohydrate reserves. Just as 
BMR corn hybrids have lower lev-
els of lignin, HarvXtra is essentially
reduced-lignin alfalfa. 

Farmers are offered two choices 
when managing these reduced-lig-
nin alfalfa varieties: They can mow 
at the late bud stage and harvest 
low lignin, highly digestibile alfalfa, 
or they can delay harvest by seven 
to 10 days (until early bloom) and 
have forage comparable to that of 
standard alfalfa varieties mowed at 
the bud stage. 

However, managing HarvXtra-
traited alfalfa has often been pre-
sented as a binary choice: either 
harvest at the bud stage or harvest
at early bloom. But in much of the
U.S., alfalfa is harvested at least
three times per season, often four or 
more times. There’s no reason why a
farmer can’t harvest the first cutting 
of HarvXtra-traited alfalfa at the
bud stage, then delay the harvest of 
second and/or later cuts by anywhere 
from several days until early bloom.

My preference would be to har-
vest second-cut HarvXtra alfalfa at 
the bud stage because at comparable 
stages of maturity the stem quality 
of second cutting is usually the low-
est of all cuttings. An advantage of 
planning to mow HarvXtra alfalfa 
at the late bud stage is that if rain 
or equipment problems occur, the 
farmer has a seven- to 10-day har-
vest window and will still be able to 
harvest “dairy quality” forage. 

Will forage quality 
support more milk 

production?

Thomas is retired from the William H. Miner 
Agricultural Research Institute and president 
of Oak Point Agronomics Ltd.

Thomas
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CONCRETE  GROOVING  CONCRETE  GROOVING  

&  SLOT  CUTTING  &  SLOT  CUTTING  
FOR  ALLEY  SCRAPERSFOR  ALLEY  SCRAPERS

• Improve Traction in All Directions
• Better Drainage for Dry & Healthy Hooves
• Lameness Prevention Specialists
• 30+ Years Experience

1-800-228-5471    www.dmsafetygrooving.com

Boost Newborn Calves’ Vitamin Status

VITAL E®-NEWBORN 
Research confirms VITAL E brand  
injectables have the most biologically  
available A, D and E vitamins.

All newborn calves, especially during the first few weeks, need 
fat-soluble vitamins for optimum immunity and performance.

Dairy.StuartProducts.com
800-747-4538

Bedford, TX 76022

®
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Hoard’s Dairyman 2024 Calendar

Now available – only $14.95
(plus tax and shipping)

Order online at hoards.com/bookstore 
or call 920-563-5551 to order today!

Hoard’s Dairyman Books
P.O. Box 801 • Fort Atkinson, WI 53538-0801
920-563-5551 • hdbooks@hoards.com
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